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Should you carry your firearm
and shotgun certificates?

by the NGO’s firearms advisor, George Wallace

WITH CERTAIN EXCEPTIONS, THE FIREARMS ACT
makes it an offence to be in possession of
a firearm without also being in possession
of the appropriate certificate, and there
seems to be a common assumption that
you must have the certificate with you.

It does not mean that at all.

As far as the legislation is concerned,
you are in possession of a firearm or
shotgun if you have simple access to it; in
other words, if you are able to get your
hands on it without having to break in
and steal. And the same applies to your
certificates.

You are in possession of a certificate —
which is what the law requires — whether
it is in your pocket or in a drawer at home.

On the other hand, the Firearms Act
(1968) allows a police constable to
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seize your guns unless you are able to
produce your certificate. That is still in
the legislation but it has been overtaken
by technology because nowadays a
police officer can use his radio to access
the firearms registry at any time, day or
night. He or she can check in an instant
whether you are in lawful possession of
firearms, which means that seizing your
guns could easily be seen as unreasonable
and heavy-handed.

If you feel more comfortable having
your certificate with you, then by all
means carry it, but take all precautions
to prevent it being lost or stolen. If, for
example, you put it in your jacket pocket,
then keep the jacket on; don’t take it off
and then forget it or lose it. And it’s not
much safer in the car.
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Let us say, for example, that you are
on a shooting trip to a distant part of the
country and have your certificate with
you in case you need to buy ammunition.
If the certificate is lost or stolen, anyone
finding it might hand it in at the nearest
police station; or they might not, in
which case they now know who you are,
where you live and what guns you own.
Just as important, they also know you are
not at home, and your wife won’t thank
you if a couple of heavies call round to
steal guns. She may not know where the
cabinet keys are, but they could make an
awful mess of the poor lass before she
convinced them. Not good.

If you must carry your certificate, then
stick to it like muck to a blanket; or get it
locked in a safe until you actually need it.

If you don’t need to buy ammo, but
still like to carry your certificate, there is
a safer way and the picture shows a copy
of my own firearm certificate with almost
as many blacked-out areas as an MP’s
expense account. Any legitimate enquirer
— which means only a police officer,
really — can still see your name, your
photograph, the number of the certifi-
cate, its expiry date and the name of the
issuing police force. Your credit card or
NGO Membership card will confirm
your identity if that becomes an issue.

To make one of these ‘Get Out of Jail
Free’ documents, make a photocopy of
the front page of your certificate and
then, with a good, black marker pen,
black out your address and postcode and
also, if it’s a copy of your firearm certifi-
cate, any details of firearms which might
appear in the Conditions at the bottom of
the page.

We’re not finished yet. If you hold the
copy up to the light you can still see all
the details beneath the blacking; so copy
that again and the second copy will just
show black. Now shred the first copy
and put the real certificate in a safe place.
Job’s a good *un!



