Background information on birds of prey:

1.  There are 15 species of bird of prey (not including owls) breeding in the UK.  Of these 15 species, nine have recorded substantial population increases over recent years, while four have remained stable.  Just one – the kestrel – has shown a decline.  (The kestrel population remains at a very healthy level, however, with 36,800 breeding pairs occupying virtually every piece of suitable habitat. A BTO study suggested that its population has recently been affected by changes in lowland agriculture).

Population trends of some individual species are as follows: 

Hen harrier

1988/9 - 2004

30% increase 

808 pairs

Buzzard

1994 – 2006

49% increase

33,000-44,000 pairs

“


(1970 – 2005

515% increase)

“

Red kite

1990/4 – 2000/4
447% increase

1,000 pairs plus

Peregrine falcon
1991-2002

9% increase (stable)
1,402 pairs

Golden eagle

1992 -2003

3% increase (stable)
442 pairs


According to the RSPB, kestrels, sparrowhawks, merlins and peregrine falcons are now at or near saturation occupancy of their maximum potential range.

2. Today’s British countryside has been formed by human interaction with nature over a very long time.  Any self-sustaining “balance of nature” ended long ago, and today we have to take responsibility for managing our highly modified environment.  The NGO believes that if any widespread and common species – whether plant or animal – imposes an unsustainable impact on others, then there should be lawful ways of keeping a balance. This position is consistent with the fact that virtually all nature reserves in Britain are actively managed, rather than being simply “left to nature”.  For example, native species such a red and roe deer, foxes and crows are routinely culled on many wildlife reserves run by conservation groups.  

